
50 WEBSTER AVENUE (D3.1)
URBAN DESIGN COMMISION 10/19/21 

CIVIC SPACE
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PROJECT TEAM
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SITE CONTEXT
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SITE LOCATION

AERIAL HIGHLIGHTING THE SITE

50 WEBSTER
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CIVIC SPACE IN CONTEXT | ORGANIZING PRINCIPLES



6

CIVIC SPACE IN CONTEXT  | EXISTING CONDITIONS
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CIVIC SPACE IN CONTEXT  | EXISTING CONDITIONS
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CIVIC SPACE IN CONTEXT | SEASONAL SOLAR STUDIES AT 2PM

FALL 2PM

SPRING 2PM

WINTER 2PM

SUMMER 2PM
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CIVIC SPACE IN CONTEXT | SUMMER SOLAR STUDIES

JUNE 21 | 3PM

JUNE 21 | 9AM

JUNE 21 | 6PM

JUNE 21 | 12PM
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CIVIC SPACE IN CONTEXT

���������������������	
��������� �������

��������������

Page 64  |  Union Square Redevelopment

FUTURE & EXISTING CIVIC SPACE SCALE COMPARISON (CONT.)
8,000 - 17,400 SF

CHUCKIE HARIRIS PARK, SOMERVILLE, MA
14,400 SF

UNION SQUARE PLAZA, SOMERVILLE, MA
16,300 SF

SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY GARDEN CENTER, SOMERVILLE, MA
15,500 SF

0’ 64’ 128’ 256’

0’ 64’ 128’ 256’

0’ 64’ 128’ 256’

14,000 - 17,000 SQUARE FEET CIVIC SPACE = ~16,000 SQUARE FEET
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CIVIC SPACE TYPOLOGY

PARCEL D3.1 | AUGUST 25, 2021No content below this line, footer by SGA/Marvel

Pocket Park (Stone Place Park)

Green (Winthrop Square Park)

Plaza (Statue Plaza)

Pocket Plaza (Paley Park, NY)

MASTER CIVIC SPACE PLAN – D3 POTENTIAL ‘TYPE’ ASSIGNMENTS
CIVIC SPACE CONTEXT

GREEN

PLAZA

POCKET PARK

PLAYSPACE
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CIVIC SPACE IN CONTEXT
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PLAZA GOALS

SPACE TO OBSERVE / RELAX CIRCULATION AND ACCESSIBILITY
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PLAZA GOALS

SPACE FOR SOLACE / SAFETY MAINTAIN SPACE FOR FREE FLOW
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PLAZA GOALS

CREATE A MEMORABLE IDENTITY EXTEND CHARACTER INTO SITE FEATURES
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | PREFERRED OPTION

IN THE ROUND PLANTED SQUARES URBAN EDDIES



18

CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | ANNOTATED RENDERED PLAN

Propsect  St Upper Plaza Entrance

Public Theater Seating

Prospect Green Room

Movable Seating Area

Lab / Office Lobby Entry

Multi-directional Seating
Plaza Feature / Artwork

Webster Green Room

Shade Canopy

Prospect Alcove

Accessible Ramp

Forest Edge

Bike Parking

Accessible Ramp

Stairway Pass Thru (covered)

Webster Alcove

Accessible Ramp

Planted Edge / Integrated Seatwall

Bike Parking & Refuse Compactor

Webster Ave Lower Plaza Entrance  

Vehicle Deterrants

50 WEBSTER

TH
OROUGHFARE

WEBSTER AVE

PROSPECT ST

PROSPECT ST
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | EXISTING ELEVATION CHANGES

Approximate Existing Elevation 

Existing elevations are approximate. The sidewalk is at 
a maximum grade of 5% on Webster Ave and Prospsect 
Street and the grade is steepest at the Prospect Street 
bridge approach.

Existing Crosswalks

W
EBSTER AVE

W
EBSTER AVE

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T

+30’

28’

26’

24’

22’

20’
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | MULTIPLE PATH OPTIONS

Widened Public Sidewalk

ADA Accessible Path within Plaza

The ADA Accessible Path is a is a path that connects all 
plaza levels within the Civic Space and leads to a number 
of ADA accessible levels. ADA access is not limited to this 
path and has several connection points to the existing 
sidewalk

Min. 8’ Wide Circulation Path

Existing Crosswalks

W
EBSTER AVE

W
EBSTER AVE

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | PLAZA COMPLIANCE

Street Trees

Large Trees Provided = 16 (16 required)

Seatwalls, Benches and Bi-Directional Seating (533 LF required)

Plaza Feature

Compacting Receptacle (5 required)

Bike Racks

16,000 Square Feet

16,000 Square Feet

16,000 / 30 = 633 LF Required 

Movable Chairs are Required by Zoning

16,000 SF / 1,000 SF = 16 Large Trees Required

70% of 16,000 SF = 11,200 SF Required

10% of 16,000 SF = 1,600 SF Required

Approx 533 LF Proposed

8 Tables (32 Movable Chairs) Proposed

16 Large Trees Proposed

 SF Proposed TBD

3,600 SF Proposed (23%)

50 Webster Civic Space Totals

Table 6.7.9 Civic Space Standards
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | PLANTING ZONES

GREEN ROOMS

SHADE TREES

STORMWATER CAPTURE

PLANTED STREET BUFFER

W
EBSTER AVE

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | SEATING VARIETY ZONES

MOVABLE SEATING AND TABLES

INTEGRATED SEAT / STEPS

MULTI-DIRECTIONAL SEATING OPTIONS

SEAT HEIGHT PLANTER WALLS

W
EBSTER AVE

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | OTHER FEATURES

PERMEABLE PAVING

SPACE FOR ART

DARKSKY LIGHTING

STORMWATER CAPTURE

W
EBSTER AVE

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | UPPER PLAZA ALCOVE
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | UPPER PLAZA ALCOVE
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | PLAZA ENTRANCE AT WEBSTER AVE / PROSPECT ST INTERSECTION
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | PLAZA ENTRANCE AT WEBSTER AVE / PROSPECT ST INTERSECTION
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | MID-PLAZA PASS THRU



30

CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | LOWER PLAZA ALCOVE
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | LOWER PLAZA AT THOROUGHFARE
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | LOWER PLAZA AT WEBSTER AVE
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | LANDSCAPE SECTIONS

TOP OF AMPHITHEATER STEPS

PARKING  BELOW

EXPANDED SIDEWALK

TIMBER CANOPY @ 
T STATION OVERLOOK 

LARGE TREE CANOPY

P  L



34

CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | LANDSCAPE SECTIONS

AMPHITHEATER  SEATSTEPS COMMUTER LINE (LOCATION OF 
TRAIN IS ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

PARKING  BELOW

EVENT SPACE / GATHERING SPACEMOVABLE SEATING / OUTDOOR CAFE

CANOPY @ T STATION 
OVERLOOK 

LARGE TREE CANOPY

P  L
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | LANDSCAPE SECTIONS

ADA ACCESSIBLE PATH

DEEP LOUNGE BENCH

ADA ACCESSIBLE PATH

TYPICAL STAIR

AMPLE SOIL VOLUME
AMPHITHEATER SEATSTEPS

LARGE SHADE TREES

WIDENED SIDEWALK

WEBSTER AVENUE

PROSPECT STREET

LARGE SHADE TREES

COVERED STAIR / 
PASS-THRU

STREET FACING SEATWALL

P  L P  L
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CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | LANDSCAPE SECTIONS

INTEGRATED SEATWALL / BENCH

ADA ACCESSIBLE PATH
ELEVATED PLAZA / PERMEABLE SURFACE 50  WEBSTER LOBBY

CURVED ALLEESTREET TREES

P  L

SEATED ALCOVE

WEBSTER AVENUE
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PRO
SPECT ST.

WEBSTER AVE.

CIVIC SPACE DESIGN | FULL PLAZA


